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Abstract The aim of this study was to investigate the
influence on cerebral hemodynamics of voluntary control of
masticatory side and rhythm during gum chewing. Blood
flow velocity in the middle cerebral artery was measured
using transcranial Doppler ultrasonography to evaluate
cerebral circulation in healthy volunteers. Heart rate and
masseter muscle activity were recorded simultaneously.
Volunteers performed three tasks: (1) free gum chewing, (2)
gum chewing in which mastication was limited to the right
side, and (3) gum chewing in which mastication was
limited to the right side and rhythm was set at 1.0 Hz.
Changes in cerebral circulation during pre-task, on-task,
and post-task periods were analyzed using random effects
model, and differences in cerebral circulation and muscle
activity between tasks were analyzed using the Friedman
test. In all tasks, on-task cerebral circulation was greater
than pre-task. Muscle activity and masticatory rhythm
varied between tasks, whereas the rate of increase in
cerebral circulation did not differ significantly among tasks.
These results suggest that cerebral circulation is activated

during gum chewing, irrespective of voluntary control of
masticatory side and rhythm.
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Introduction

Recently, various methods have been employed to investi-
gate the influence of jaw movement on brain function.
Brain mapping studies during gum chewing, tapping, and
clenching have shown that not only the areas of cerebral
cortex related to movement and sensation, but also the
hippocampus and prefrontal cortex associated with memory
are activated by jaw movements [1–4]. Furthermore, animal
studies [5, 6] and epidemiological survey [7] demonstrated
that the loss of teeth and decrease in chewing ability likely
reduce the cognitive function and learning effect. These
findings attract attention as collateral evidence for the
hypothesis that daily chewing movement consistently
stimulates the brain and thus has a positive effect on
maintaining brain function. However, little information is
available regarding the influence of chewing movement on
cerebral circulation, let alone substantial evidence to
support the hypothesis.

Activated areas in the brain exhibit more blood flow than
areas at rest, because they need more energy for the
increased metabolism due to changes in electric potential
in brain cells and synthesis of neurotransmitters [8]. Brain
mapping, which is based on this principle, has been used to
elucidate the areas that are activated during jaw movement
[1, 2, 9]. However, the low temporal resolution of brain
mapping is unsuitable for quantitative analysis of overall
changes in cerebral circulation associated with chewing.
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Transcranial Doppler ultrasonography (TCD) [10], which
employs the Doppler effect to measure blood flow velocity
in major cerebral blood vessels, has recently found
application in laboratory tests. With superior temporal
resolution, this method provides the advantages of contin-
uous real-time recording and ease-of-use, allowing evalua-
tion of relationships between jaw movement and cerebral
circulation [11, 12].

Using TCD, we have already demonstrated that gum
chewing at a prescribed rate and on the prescribed
chewing side results in activation of cerebral circulation,
and that such activation is bilateral [13, 14]. However,
given that chewing is a movement semi-automatically
controlled by the pattern generator of the brainstem [15],
voluntary control of chewing side and rhythm may
considerably influence the activation of cerebral hemody-
namics during chewing. The present study investigated the
influence of such voluntary control of chewing move-
ments on cerebral circulation by comparing changes in
cerebral circulation during three different tasks: a task in
which both chewing side and rhythm were prescribed, a
task in which only chewing side was prescribed, and a
third task in which neither chewing side nor rhythm was
prescribed.

Materials and methods

Subjects

Subjects comprised 25 healthy volunteers (11 men, 14
women; mean (±standard error of the mean) age 27.3±
4.0 years) with no history of brain disease, craniomandib-
ular disorder, or tooth loss, selected from among employees
and students of the Faculty of Dentistry at Osaka
University. Prior to initiation of the study, the study
protocol was approved by the ethics committee of Osaka
University, and written informed consent was obtained
from each person after explaining the aims and methodol-
ogy of the study.

Data recordings

In the present study, middle cerebral artery blood velocity
(MCAV) was measured bilaterally to evaluate cerebral
circulation using a TCD system (Multi Dop-T; DWL,
Sipplingen, Germany), with 2-MHz ultrasound probes fixed
anterosuperior to the left and right auricles using a
designated headband (Marc 600; Spencer Technologies,
Seattle, USA). Sample volumes were fixed at a diameter of
10 mm and depth of 48–60 mm, and MCAV was captured
at each change in heart rate and recorded on a personal
computer.

Heart rate per second was recorded using a pulse
oximeter (Surface Monitor 9900MK; Kohken Medical,
Tokyo, Japan) attached to the left index finger and analyzed
with a personal computer. For evaluation of masticatory
muscle activity, bilateral electromyography (EMG) of the
masseter muscles was recorded using an evaluation system
of mandibular movement (K6-I; Myo Tronics, Taren Point,
Australia) and Duo-trode surface Ag/AgCl electrodes
(conducting surface diameter, 14 mm; Myo Tronics,
Seattle, WA). EMG data were recorded at a sampling rate
of 240 Hz and amplified at a time constant of 0.06 s.
Analog data from K6-I were converted using an A/D
converter (AD12-8; Contec, Osaka, Japan), full-wave-
rectified and then integrated on a personal computer. For
evaluation of muscle activity, maximum voluntary contrac-
tion (MVC) during clenching with maximum effort for 2 s
by each subject was defined as 100% MVC and masseter
muscle activity during each task was expressed in relation
to this value as %MVC. Chewing frequency was obtained
from the peaks of the integrated EMG waveform.

Chewing tasks

Measurements were performed in a shielded room with
room temperature set at 25°C. Subjects sat upright with
both feet touching the floor, and the head and neck were
stabilized with the chair headrest to maintain the Frankfort
plane parallel to the floor. Subjects were instructed to rest
the arms on the armrests of the chair and to keep the eyes
lightly closed while wearing an eye mask to avoid any light
stimulation. Each subject chewed two sticks of chewing
gum with sugar and odor, (Free Zone; Lotte, Tokyo, Japan)
for 5 min, under the following three conditions: (1) free
gum chewing, no control of chewing side or rhythm; (2)
right gum chewing, mastication limited to the right side, but
rhythm not controlled; and (3) right rhythmic gum chewing,
mastication limited to the right side and rhythm set at
1.0 Hz using a metronome. Gum sticks were inserted into
the oral cavity of the subject by the experimenter
immediately before start of chewing and were removed by
the experimenter after completion of chewing. For each
task, 300 s during pre-task rest, 300 s during on-task and
300 s during post-task rest were measured continuously.
Breaks of >5 min were arranged between measurements.
The Latin square method was employed to randomize tasks,
and each subject performed one sequence of the three tasks
per day on two consecutive days, for a total of two
sequences.

Data analysis

Representative values of right and left MCAV, heart rate,
and right and left masseter muscle activities were calculated
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at 5-s intervals, with the time of task start defined as 0 s.
For each measurement, maximum value (Emax), time to
Emax (Tmax), and area under the effect curve (AUEC) in on-
task and post-task periods were calculated (Fig. 1). Two-
factor analysis of variance with the random effects model
was employed for comparison of data between pre-task and
on-task periods and between on-task and post-task periods,
between left and right MCAV. The Friedman test was
employed for comparisons of on-task MCAV, heart rate and
masseter muscle activity among tasks, and when significant
differences were observed, a multiple comparison test with
Bonferroni correction was performed. SPSS 12.0J for
Windows software (SPSS Japan, Tokyo, Japan) was used
for statistical analysis. Values of P<0.05 were considered
statistically significant.

Results

Waveforms were obtained by averaging all data concerning
the rate of change in MCAV, heart rate, and masseter
muscle activity for pre-task, on-task, and post-task periods
(Fig. 2). MCAV increased rapidly, peaked 114.1–147.6 s
after the task began (rate of increase, 15.0–18.2%), and
remained at the elevated level until decreasing after
completion of the task. Heart rate increased rapidly, peaking
105.1–119.5 s after the task began at 108.5–116.0 beats/
min, and decreasing gradually. Masseter muscle activity
peaked immediately after the task began (7.4–15.5 s) at
44.0–63.9% MVC, then decreasing rapidly and reaching a
value of 3–4% MVC on task completion (Table 1).

In all tasks, MCAV was significantly higher in the on-
task period than in the pre-task period, suggesting that

cerebral circulation was activated by gum chewing. For
MCAV on the right and left, no significant differences in
increase rate were noted between any tasks. Likewise, no
differences in MCAV were observed between left and right
sides in any task. In the post-task period, left MCAV was
significantly higher for free gum chewing than for right
gum chewing at 1.0 Hz, but no such difference was found
with right MCAV (Table 2).

Heart rate was significantly higher in the on-task and
post-task periods compared to that in the pre-task period,
but no significant difference was noted among tasks
(Fig. 3). No difference between left and right masseter
muscle activities was observed during free gum chewing,
while the right masseter muscle showed significantly higher
values in the on-task period with right gum chewing and
right rhythmic gum chewing. Significant differences in
muscle activity were observed between free chewing and
right rhythmic gum chewing, but these differences occurred
only in the left masseter muscle (Fig. 4).

Chewing frequency was significantly higher with free
gum chewing (75.5±0.4 times/min, P<0.001) and right
gum chewing (79.2±0.4, P<0.001) as compared to right
rhythmic gum chewing (60.4±0.1).

Discussion

TCD was introduced by Aaslid [10] in 1982, and employs
low-frequency ultrasonography with low attenuation
through the skull. Doppler ultrasonography, which uses
the Doppler effect of ultrasound to measure blood flow
velocity from outside the body, has now become a common
method for the examination, diagnosis, and evaluation of
treatment of intracranial vascular diseases [16, 17]. Among
the cerebral blood vessels that can be measured using TCD,
the MCA provides measurement values close to the true
blood flow velocities, due to the small angle between the
vessel and the ultrasound beam coming from the measure-
ment site [18]. Using this TCD method, we succeeded in
recording changes in cerebral blood flow continuously
during clenching, gum chewing, and tapping, thus quanti-
tatively elucidating changes in cerebral circulation [13].
TCD is also useful for studying the hemispheric dominance
of changes in cerebral circulation during hand grip exercise
[19] and chewing movement [13, 14].

By prescribing the side of gum chewing, a difference
between right and left is likely to occur in muscle activity
of the oromaxillofacial region, as well as the afferent
information from sensory receptors of the periodontal
membrane and muscle spindles [20, 21]. Part of such
information is processed in the upper central nervous
system, such as the cerebral cortex, and influences the
actions of the pattern generator for chewing located in the

Fig. 1 Analysis of the area under the effect curve (AUEC), maximum
value (Emax), and time to maximum value (Tmax) in pre-task, on-task,
and post-task periods. The area surrounding the wave of the
experimental and baseline data (set by the median in the pre-task
period) was calculated as AUEC in the on-task and post-task periods.
In this figure, AUEC in the post-task period was calculated as the
difference in area between data above and below the baseline
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Tmax Emax

MCAV(%)

Free gum chewing I-MCA 128.2±9.6 18.0±0.8

r-MCA 132.3±9.9 18.2±1.4

Right gum chewing I-MCA 128.6±11.0 16.5±0.8

r-MCA 114.1±10.4 15.0±1.4

Right gum chewing at 1.0 Hz I-MCA 147.6±10.6 16.5±0.9

r-MCA 142.8±11.0 (s) 16.0±1.2 (%)

HR (bpm)

Free gum chewing 117.2±10.9 116.0±2.7

Right gum chewing 105.0±9.4 108.5±1.3

Right gum chewing at 1.0 Hz 119.5±10.0 (s) 110.3±2.1 (bpm)

EMGs(%MVC)

Free gum chewing I-Masseter 13.4±2.0 58.6±6.2

r-Masseter 15.5±4.1 59.7±5.0

Right gum chewing I-Masseter 14.0±3.0 47.2±2.8

r-Masseter 13.1±2.6 63.9±5.2

Right gum chewing at 1.0 Hz I-Masseter 7.4±1.4 44.0±2.3

r-Masseter 9.7±1.7 (s) 59.8±5.0 (%MVC)

Table 1 Maximum value
(Emax) and time to Emax
(Tmax) for middle cerebral
arteries blood flow velocity
(MCAV) bilaterally, heart rate
(HR) and EMG activities of
bilateral masseter musles
(EMGs) during each chewing
task

Fig. 2 Mean data of all subjects for middle cerebral artery blood flow velocity (MCAV) bilaterally, heart rate, and electromyographic activities of
bilateral masseter muscles (EMG). Data represent the mean of all measurements (n=25)
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lower brainstem, thus contributing to the control of chewing
movements [15]. Therefore, some influence on cerebral
blood circulation seems likely. Furthermore, chewing on one
side requires conscious rotation of the tongue [22], and such
voluntary movement of the tongue reportedly influences
local blood circulation in the brain [23].

Meanwhile, stimulus of sound reportedly activates
localized areas of the brain [24], and changing the rhythm
of chewing using a metronome influences brain activity
[25]. Processing of information in the cerebral cortex to
control the rhythm of chewing activity through auditory
stimulus may thus exert some influence on cerebral blood
circulation. These considerations lead to the assumption
that changes in blood circulation in localized areas of the
brain induced by free chewing without any prescribed
conditions regarding the side and rhythm of chewing may

be smaller than those induced by right gum chewing or
right rhythmic gum chewing, and that this may influence
cerebral circulation during chewing.

However, the present results showed significant
increases in bilateral MCAV in all three chewing tasks,
with no difference in rate of increase among tasks. This
suggests that cerebral circulation is activated on both sides
during gum chewing, irrespective of voluntary control of
the masticatory side and rhythm, and that no difference is
seen in the degree of activation. The only explanation we
can think of at present is that the systemic circulation
responds to the cerebral circulation during chewing move-
ments. In the present study, the elevated heart rate was
maintained although masseter muscle activity decreased
during chewing movement. Obviously, the elevated heart
rate supports long-lasting increases in brain circulation. As

Fig. 4 AUEC of bilateral masseter muscle activity during on-task
periods of each chewing task. Mean (box symbol), median (horizontal
line), 25th and 75th percentiles (box), 5th and 95th percentiles
(whisker) and 1st and 99th percentiles (multiplication symbol). a
Right masseter muscle activity is higher than left masseter muscle
activity. b There are significant differences in muscle activity between
two tasks (p<0.05)

Fig. 3 AUEC of heart rate during pre-task, on-task, and post-task
periods of each chewing task. Mean (box symbol), median (horizontal
line), 25th and 75th percentiles (box), 5th and 95th percentiles
(whisker) and 1st and 99th percentiles (multiplication symbol). a
There are significant difference between pre-task and on-task, pre-task
and post-task (p<0.05). b There are significant difference between on-
task and post-task (p<0.05)

I-MCAV (%) r-MCAV (%) L–R difference

On-task

Free gum chewing 3.6±0.8a 3.7±0.7a NS (P=0.75)

Right gum chewing 3.3±0.9a 2.4±0.7a NS (P=0.18)

Right gum chewing at 1.0 Hz 3.2±0.8a 3.2±0.8a NS (P=0.91)

Task-difference NS NS

Post-task

Free gum chewing 3.8±0.8a 0.4±0.6a NS (P=0.45)

Right gum chewing −0.5±0.9a −0.9±0.7a NS (P=0.48)

Right gum chewing at 1.0 Hz −1.3±0.5b −0.7±0.6a NS (P=0.28)

Task-difference Free >right at 1.0 Hz NS

P=0.013

Table 2 Analysis of an area
under the effect curve (AUEC)
for bilateral middle cerebral
arteries blood flow velocity
(MCAV) during on-task and
post-task periods of each
chewing task

Mean ± SE
aMCAV is higher than that in
pre-task period or post-task
period
bMCAV is lower than that in
pre-task period
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chewing movements are created through continuous con-
traction and dilation of muscles of the head and neck, blood
circulation in this area is always in an activated state, and
blood supply in activated areas of the brain may exceed the
energy required for nerve activity [19]. This means that
even if the voluntary control during gum chewing as
specified in the present study creates some differences in
neuron activity for localized areas, such differences would
be obscured by the influence of systemic circulation and
would not be visible as changes in MCAV. Chewing
function should be considered not only in view of nutrient
uptake and better quality of life, but also from the point of
view of maintenance of brain function.

Conclusions

The results of the present study suggest that daily gum
chewing, even without any voluntary control, increases
cerebral circulation. We regard that this gives new
significance to dental medicine for elderly people aiming
at recovery and maintenance of chewing function.

Acknowledgements The authors gratefully acknowledge the encour-
agement of the Late Honorary Professor Shinichiro Watanabe of the
School of Medicine at Osaka University. We also wish to thank Dr.
Masayuki Ohta of the Graduate School of Dentistry at Osaka University
and Dr. Yoshihisa Tachibana of the National Institute for Physiological
Sciences for their valuable advice. Finally, we are grateful to Dr. Yasuko
Hashimoto, Director of Hashimoto Hospital, for financial support of this
study. This study was supported by a Grant from Ministry of Education,
Science and Culture of Japan (Grant No. 19791433) and Global COE
Program “in silico medicine” at Osaka University.

References

1. Momose I, Nishikawa J, Watanabe T, Sasaki Y, Senda M, Kubota
K, Sato Y, Funakoshi M, Minakuchi S (1997) Effect of
mastication on regional cerebral blood flow in humans examined
by positron-emission tomography with 15O-labelled water and
magnetic resonance imaging. Arch Oral Biol 42:57–61

2. Onozuka M, Fujita M, Watanabe K, Hirano Y, Niwa M,
Nishiyama K, Saito S (2003) Age-related changes in brain
regional activity during chewing: a functional magnetic resonance
imaging study. J Dent Res 82:657–660

3. Takata Y, Ansai T, Soh I, Akifusa S, Sonoki K, Fujisawa K,
Yoshida A, Kagiyama S, Hamasaki T, Nakamichi I, Awano S,
Torisu T, Takehara T (2008) Relationship between chewing ability
and high-level functional capacity in an 80-year-old population in
Japan. Gerodontology 25:147–154

4. Narita N, Kamiya K, Yamamura K, Kawasaki S, Matsumoto T,
Tanaka N (2009) Chewing-related prefrontal cortex activation
while wearing partial denture prosthesis: pilot study. J Prosthodont
Res 53:126–135

5. Onozuka M, Watanabe K, Mirbod SM, Ozono S, Nishiyama K,
Karasawa N, Nagatsu I (1999) Reduced mastication stimulates
impairment of spatial memory and degeneration of hippocampal
neurons in aged SAMP8 mice. Brain Res 826:148–153

6. Watanabe K, Tonosaki K, Kawase T, Karasawa N, Nagatsu I,
Fujita M, Onozuka M (2001) Evidence for involvement of
dysfunctional teeth in the senile process in the hippocampus of
SAMP8 mice. Exp Gerontol 36:283–295

7. Ono T, Hori K, Ikebe K, Nokubi T, Nago S, Kookaburra I (2003)
Factors influencing eating ability of old in-patients in a rehabil-
itation hospital in Japan. Gerodontology 20:24–31

8. Fox PT, Raichle ME, Mintun MA, Dence C (1988) Nonoxidative
glucose consumption during focal physiologic neural activity.
Science 241:462–464

9. Tamura T, Kanayama T, Yoshida S, Kawasaki T (2003)
Functional magnetic resonance imaging of human jaw move-
ments. J Oral Rehabil 30:614–622

10. Aaslid R, Markwalder TM, Nornes H (1982) Noninvasive
transcranial Doppler ultrasound recording of flow velocity in
basal cerebral arteries. J Neurosurg 57:769–774

11. Lin SK, Chang YJ, Ryu SJ, Chu NS (2002) Cerebral hemody-
namic responses to betel chewing: a Doppler study. Clin Neuro-
pharmacol 25:244–250

12. Sugiyama K, Okumura C, Watanabe S (1999) Validation of
transcranial Doppler method to evaluate the effects of mastication
on cerebral blood flow. Japanese Journal of Nursing Research
32:473–482

13. Hasegawa Y, Ono T, Hori K, Nokubi T (2007) Influence of
human jaw movement on cerebral blood flow. J Dent Res 86:64–
68

14. Ono T, Hasegawa Y, Hori K, Nokubi T, Hamasaki T (2007) Task-
induced activation and hemispheric dominance in cerebral
circulation during gum chewing. J Neurol 254:1427–1432

15. Nakamura Y, Katakura N (1995) Generation of masticatory
rhythm in the brainstem. Neurosci Res 23:1–19

16. Eng C, Lam AM, Mayberg TS, Lee C, Mathisen T (1992) The
influence of propofol with and without nitrous oxide on cerebral
blood flow velocity and CO2 reactivity in humans. Anesthesiol-
ogy 77:872–879

17. Wong KS, Li H, Chan YL, Ahuja A, Lam WW, Wong A, Kay R
(2000) Use of transcranial Doppler ultrasound to predict outcome
in patients with intracranial large-artery occlusive disease. Stroke
31:2641–2647

18. Fujioka KA, Douville CM (1992) Anatomy and free hand
examination techniques. In: Newell DW, Aaslid R (eds) Trans-
cranial Doppler, 1st edn. Raven, New York, pp 9–31

19. Jørgensen LG, Perko G, Payne G, Secher NH (1993) Effect of
limb anesthesia on middle cerebral response to handgrip. Am J
Physiol 264:H553–H559

20. Johnson LR, Westrum LE (1980) Brain stem degeneration
patterns following tooth extractions: visualization of dental and
periodontal afferents. Brain Res 194:489–493

21. Watson C, Walshaw D, McMillan AS (2000) Effect of motor tasks
on the cortical topography of the human masseter muscle. Arch
Oral Biol 45:767–773

22. Hori K, Ono T, Nokubi T (2006) Coordination of tongue pressure
and jaw movement in mastication. J Dent Res 85:187–191

23. Shinagawa H, Ono T, Honda E, Sasaki T, Taira M, Iriki A,
Kuroda T, Ohyama K (2004) Chewing-side preference is involved
in differential cortical activation patterns during tongue move-
ments after bilateral gum-chewing: a functional magnetic reso-
nance imaging study. J Dent Res 83:762–766

24. Langers P, Cremers SC, den Hartigh J, Veenendaal RA, ten Hove
WR, Ringers J, Lamers CB, van Hoek B (2004) Switching
monitoring of emulsified cyclosporine from trough level to 2-hour
level in stable liver transplant patients. Liver Transplant 10:183–
189

25. Yamada H, Momose T, Okada M, Kuroiwa Y (2002) Anticholin-
ergic drugs: response of parkinsonism not responsive to levodopa.
J Neurol Neurosurg Psychiatry 72:111–113

118 Clin Oral Invest (2011) 15:113–118



Copyright of Clinical Oral Investigations is the property of Springer Science & Business Media B.V. and its

content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder's

express written permission. However, users may print, download, or email articles for individual use.


