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Use of acronyms in the patient
dental record

Abstract: The patient dental record is a legal document that captures
the history of patient care for a particular patient. This article
references the American Dental Association’s listing of common dental
abbreviations, symbols and acronyms, which aid in establishing
uniformity for clinicians.
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The patient dental record is used to capture the history of the care
provided to a patient (1). This legal document is used to communicate
with the patient, other providers involved in care and third-party relation-
ships (1, 2). The patient dental record may also serve as the primary
defence document during a lawsuit (3). There are many components of a
patient dental record, and various states have different requirements as to
the expected components including but not necessarily limited to medical
history, oral evaluation, treatment plan, informed consent and progress
notes (4). The dental literature is sparse with standards or guidelines for
dental recordkeeping, including the use of acceptable dental abbrevia-
tions, although failure to maintain proper patient dental records may result
in tremendous financial consequences and reputational damage (4-7).

Over the last twenty years, what has been described as a ‘text messag-
ing phenomenon’ has significantly changed the world’s communication so
much so that text messaging is now complete with its own dictionary of
acronyms (8, 9). Unless a clinician remains diligent regarding recordkeep-
ing, texting acronyms may penetrate into the patient dental record.
Although many dental practices have implemented electronic patient
records for dental recordkeeping that should improve the illegible hand-
written dental record, inappropriate abbreviations or acronyms may leave
the provider at risk, once again, of undecipherable dental progress notes.
Use of ‘texting’ acronyms in the patient dental record, which may not be
universally understood by all dental providers, may potentially compro-
mise patient care.

Table 1. Excerpt of recommended abbreviations/acronyms from American
Dental Association 2nd edition of Abbreviations, Symbols and Acronyms

Abbreviation/Acronym Word/Term

AL Attachment loss

BOP Bleeding on probing
calc Calculus

Cub Complete upper denture
FX Fracture

impl Implant

NKDA No known drug allergies
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In 2008, the American Dental Association’s Council on Den-
tal Practice published a listing of common dental abbreviations,
symbols and acronyms to establish uniformity for clinicians and
others communicating dental information (10). An excerpt of
recommended abbreviations/acronyms for terms is listed in
Table 1. This free resource is available in pdf format from the
American Dental Association’s website (ADA.org).

References

1 Lawney M. For the record: understanding patient record-keeping.
NY State Dent J 1998; 64: 34-43.

2 Bressman JK. Risk management for the ‘90s. J Am Dent Assoc 1993;
124: 63-67.

3 Machen DE. Legal aspects of orthodontic practice: risk manage-
ment concepts. Am J Orthod Dentofac Orthop 1989; 96: 173-175.

76 | Int J Dent Hygiene 11, 2013; 75-76

w

1(

(=}

American Academy on Pediatric Dentistry Council on Clinical
Affairs. Guideline on record-keeping. Pediatr Dent 2009; 31: 239-
246.

Nelson GV. Guidelines to the prevention of problems in record
keeping: part 1. Pediatr Denr 1989; 11: 174-177.

Nelson GV. Records, charting and problem areas in documentation:
part II. Pediatr Dent 1989; 11: 240-242.

American Association of Dental Boards. Guidelines on the Dental
Patient Record. Chicago, 1L: American Association of Dental Boards;
2009.

Harned JW. Telemarketers Gone Mobile: the Telephone Con-
sumer Protection Act of 1991 and Unsolicited Commercial Text
Messages. Ky L J 2009; 97: 313-332.

Manning RC. Texting Dictionary of Acronyms, 1st edn. Pataskala, OH:
C G Publishing; 2009.

American Dental Association. Abbreviations, Symbols, and Acronyms,
2nd edn. Chicago, IL: American Dental Association, 2008.



Copyright of International Journal of Dental Hygiene is the property of Wiley-Blackwell and its content may
not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder's express written
permission. However, users may print, download, or email articles for individual use.



