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Abutment Emergence Modification for Immediate Implant Provisional Restorations1

LARRY R. HOLT, DDS*,†

This technique article seeks to overcome a common problem encountered during immediate provisionalization
procedures.1 Some manufacturers provide less than ideal emergence profile for so-called “stock” provisional abutments.
The technique described allows for development of maximum soft tissue volume by modifying provisional abutment
contour at the implant-abutment interface to avoid excessive pressure on healing tissues facially and coronally.2 This
soft tissue must then be managed in such a way as to create a desirable emergence profile that mimics a natural
tooth. Postoperative appointments during the provisional phase are necessary to monitor developing soft tissue
profiles.The healing tissue contours cannot be fully predicted at the time of surgery. It is often necessary to modify the
transmucosal contour of the provisional to maximize tissue support and to control papillae height. Facial gingival zenith
can be manipulated in a similar fashion.3

Every effort should be taken during the healing process to encourage uneventful healing. Loss of crestal bone and
tissue volume will result in less than desirable esthetic results.

It is arguable that there are many other factors involved in maintenance of crestal bone levels. Inflammatory exudates
from the implant-abutment interface design are of more concern than the contour of the temporary abutment.4,5

Durability of the provisional restoration is critical for long-term success. Failure of less robust abutments could
compromise the entire healing process. Healing tissues require uninterrupted support by the provisional restoration.
It is desirable to avoid multiple removals of components at the implant interface.6

Clinicians utilizing this technique are encouraged to expand this protocol to include a predictable technique for
transferring the meticulously developed emergence profile.The literature is replete with numerous articles that provide
technique for development of custom impression copings.7–9 These custom impression copings will provide the
communication necessary for laboratory procedures that result in esthetically superior restorations of the implant.
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