December 2004, Volume 13, Number 4 283

assessment of the current status of the implant-
retained overdenture in clinical practice and sug-
gestions for future research. The authors also
suggest a patient-based treatment approach. This
will be a valuable text for all students or clini-
cians wishing to incorporate the two-implant over-
denture into their treatment philosophy. It pro-
vides evidence-based information to guide both
the care-provider and the patient in making treat-
ment decisions.

Richard A. Williamson, DDS, MS

Assistant Professor, Department of Prosthodontics,
The University of Iowa College of Dentistry, Towa
City, IA
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This book was written to provide comprehen-
sive information on the prosthetic and surgical
phases of implant dentistry, and is intended for
use by general practitioners, prosthodontists, and
oral surgeons alike. This book is divided into 5
parts. Part 1 reviews the success criteria of os-
seointegration and discusses patient factors such
as age, untreated dental disease, severe mucosal
lesions, and smoking. Other factors, such as im-
plant biomechanics, including implant length, di-

ameter, shape, and surface characteristics, are
also discussed. Additionally, submerged and non-
submerged protocols, different loading conditions,
and guidelines for choosing various implant sys-
tems are covered in Part 1.

Part 2 is divided into 5 chapters covering treat-
ment planning of single anterior and posterior
teeth, fixed bridge planning, and diagnosis and
treatment planning for implant dentures. This
section provides an overall view of treatment plan-
ning. It discusses general esthetic principles with
emphasis on comprehensive clinical data collec-
tion, including clinical examination, radiographic
screening, study casts, diagnostic set up, and basic
treatment sequencing. The authors discuss single
implant tooth planning in the anterior region in
detail. They emphasize that in order to achieve
ideal esthetic results, the complete evaluation of
the status of the adjacent teeth, the ridge and
soft tissue profile, planning and precise implant
placement, sympathetic surgical handling of the
soft tissue, and a high standard of prosthetics are
all needed. The authors suggest the use of differ-
ent implant options for the single tooth implant
and, as an alternative, the use of wide diameter
implants whenever necessary.

The remaining chapters discuss the treatment
planning for multiple implants. They cover the
planning of the numbers of implants to be placed,
as well as their distribution. Also presented is
a treatise on choosing between fixed bridges or
multiple single units with a presentation of dif-
ferent prosthodontic options for implant retained
dentures. These chapters are well written, and the
diagrams and photographs are of high quality. The
information is up-to-date and would be extremely
beneficial for all members of the implant team, but
especially those who are involved in the restorative
phase.

Part 3 is divided into 6 chapters, which dis-
cuss the basic factors in implant surgery, in-
cluding heat generation during implant place-
ment, primary stability of implants, implant po-
sition, preoperative care, anesthesia and analge-
sia, flap design and soft tissue handling, surgi-
cal placement of the single tooth implant in the
anterior maxillae, implant placement for fixed
bridgework, and immediate and early replace-
ment implants. Additional emphasis is placed
on treatment planning and interdisciplinary ap-
proach, in order to achieve the best esthetic and
functional results.
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Part 4 of the text is divided into 3 chap-
ters covering single tooth implant prosthodon-
tics, fixed bridge prosthodontics, and implant
denture prosthodontics. These chapters discuss
various types of implant abutments, their advan-
tages and disadvantages, along with indications
and contraindications for each. Again discussed
are impressions of the implant platform, as well as
abutment level impressions, shade selection, and
areview of laboratory techniques. A comparison of
screw-retained versus cement-retained prostheses
with their accompanying advantages and disad-
vantages is well presented. This section of the
book provides excellent, comprehensive, easy-to-
read coverage of restorative implant dentistry and
can be a great benefit to both the general dentist
and the prosthodontist.

Part 5, the last section of the text, dis-
cusses both surgical and prosthetic complications,
their cause, and how to manage such complica-
tions. A detailed list of routine hygiene mainte-
nance requirements for single tooth restorations,
fixed bridges, and removable prostheses is also
presented.

This book is a valuable resource for clini-
cians and educators. The authors present a great
amount of timely information on aspects of both
prosthetic and surgical implant dentistry. A va-
riety of information is presented in a clear, con-
cise, and easy-to-read manner. The authors of
this text deserve a good deal of credit for pro-
ducing such a well-written and comprehensive
text.

Raed Ajlouni, DDS
Assistant Professor, Department of General Dentistry,
Baylor College of Dentistry, Dallas, TX
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Eleven contributing authors and four editors
produced this text, which includes 13 chapters
and a forward by Dr. George Zarb. The purpose
of the text, as suggested by the title, is a review
of the use of implant-supported prostheses in the
management of failed conventional and implant-
supported oral rehabilitations. Special emphasis is
placed on understanding the causes of failures and
methods for avoiding potential problems and com-
plications. The editors and authors continuously
stress the need for a team approach to prosthet-
ically direct implant therapy. Many complex fail-
ures with subsequent rehabilitations are discussed
and illustrated throughout the text, which appears
to be written for highly experienced clinicians and
specialists.

The book begins with an overview of the au-
thors’concepts of managing patients with failed or
failing prostheses. The next chapter, “Diagnosis
and Treatment Planning for Implant-Supported
Fixed Prosthodontics,” is a standard overview of
treatment planning for implant dentistry. Com-
puterized tomography (CT) is briefly mentioned,
but a comprehensive review of the role of CT
scans with radiographic templates in planning
complex rehabilitations is conspicuously absent.
Also, screw-retained restorations are strongly ad-
vocated in this chapter and throughout the text de-
spite the current trend toward the use of cement-
retained implant-supported fixed restorations.!

The third chapter, “Presurgical Prosthodon-
tics,” describes the authors’ approach to the use
of surgical templates, surgical index copings, and
provisional prostheses. All procedures are compre-
hensively illustrated in a series of 10 cases. The
text then reviews problems that can occur before,
during, and after implant surgery, along with so-
lutions to these problems. Seven cases illustrat-
ing the authors’ use of metal-reinforced, implant-
supported provisional restorations are illustrated
in the subsequent chapter, “Second-Stage Screw-
Retained Provisional Prostheses.”

The chapter titled “Occlusal Considerations
to Prevent Prosthesis and Component Com-
plications” contains common-sense advice for
managing the occlusion with implant-supported
prostheses, such as the avoidance of cantilevers.
Nevertheless, the authors advocate the routine use
of screw-retained restorations with acrylic resin
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