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The specific responsibilities of authorship are defined by the
disciplines of the authors and the practical requirements of
a particular journal. In this Tips for Authors we will discuss
these responsibilities for individuals submitting manuscripts to
the Journal of Prosthodontics. We will also touch briefly on the
ethical responsibilities of all authors.

The first author

The JP sets different tasks for the “first” author, the indi-
vidual whose name is listed first after the title, and for the
“corresponding” author, the individual who will be responsible
for communication with the JP’s staff during the submission,
review, and publication processes. The first author and the cor-
responding author may be the same person but often they are
two separate individuals.

The first author has principal responsibility for the content
of the report (although all authors share in that responsibil-
ity). When the report has been accepted for publication, the
first author completes and returns the copyright assignment
form to the Managing Editor and makes sure that all authors
understand that the copyright has been assigned to the pub-
lisher. In addition, the first author determines whether he or
she or any of the other authors have any relationships that
could be construed as a conflict of interest with the content of
the report and ensures that those relationships are disclosed to
the JP staff so that they can be reported to readers. For example,
if one of the author-researchers received research support from
the manufacturer of a material tested in the reported study, that

fact must be disclosed to the journal staff and as part of the
publication.

The corresponding author

The corresponding author manages the practical details of
the submission process and is available for communication
with the Managing Editor, the Section Editor, and the pub-
lisher’s staff. The corresponding author corrects page proofs as
needed, responds to queries from the JP staff, and keeps the
other authors informed on the manuscript’s progress through
the submission, review, and publication process. The cor-
responding author may be responsible for ordering reprints
for the other authors and, after publication, may also be the
first point of contact for reader queries about the study or
technique.

All authors are responsible for the content of a report

Conventions vary among institutions as to who is included as
an author on a published report. In some localities, only those
individuals directly involved in the project will be listed. In
others, as a courtesy, the head of the department or research
unit may be routinely listed as an author.

Regardless of local conventions, it is important to remember
that all authors share responsibility for the content of the report.

Final thought

For detailed instructions on preparing and submitting a
manuscript for publication, go to the Journal’s submission web-
site at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jopr (click “Instruc-
tions and Forms”).
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