In spite of this, pain perception in relation to the 2 meth-
ods significantly differed statistically. To what extent the
results are operator dependent demands further study.

One previous study found that time of onset was shorter
after injections with The Wand." This study could not
confirm this, which might be due to the fact that complete
alveolar nerve block may not be obtained until approxi-
mately 1.5 ml of anesthetic is disposed.

Conclusions
The present study indicates that mandibular block injec-
tions performed using The Wand are less painful than
injections performed using traditional methods. No differ-
ence in time of onset could be found.
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Z\. PRrEDICTING MAXILLARY CANINE IMPACTIONS

Efficacy of a computer-controlled injection system of
local anesthesia in vivo. J Dent Res. 2000;79:490.

The purpose of this retrospective study was to identify measurements from posteroanterior cephalograms
taken in the mixed dentition that could accurately predict maxillary canine impaction. A formula derived
from the data provided over 95% accuracy in predicting maxillary canine impaction.

Comments: Most of us obtain a panoramic film in the mixed dentition, and certainly the information
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gleaned from these films is very useful in assessing maxillary canine position. But the accuracy in predicting
impaction is not nearly as good as this study’s results (see Warford, Am J Orthod Dentofac Orthop
2003;124:651) While landmarks on PA cephalograms are sometimes difficult to make out, those used in
this study are readily identifiable. ALS
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