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Purpose
Unless oral care is included in the design and provision of.
health care programs for individuals as well as communi-
ties, comprehensive health care cannot be achieved.

Background
Oral health can have a significant Impact on overall health
and well-being. Major themes ofthe US Surgeon General's
Report on Oral Health in America' include:

1. "Oral health means much more than healthy teeth."
2. "Oral health is integral to general health."

Policy statement
The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry emphasizes
:the;importance of prevention, diagnosis, and treatment nec-
essary to restore and maintain the oral health of infants,
children, and adolescents. Comprehensive health care can-
not be achieved unless dental care is a strong priority in all
health service programs.
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