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Persons are considered to have special health care needs if they
have a physical, developmental, mental, sensory, behavioral,
cognitive, or emotional impairment or limiting condition that

requires medical management, health care intervention,
and/or use of specialized services or programs. The condition
may be developmental or acquired and may cause limitations
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in performing daily self-maintenance activities or substan-
tial limitations in a major life activity. Health care for special
needs patients is beyond that considered routine and requires
specialized knowledge, increased awareness and attention, and
accommodation.

DEFINITIONS 15




Copyright of Pediatric Dentistry is the property of American Society of Dentistry for Children
and its content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the
copyright holder's express written permission. However, users may print, download, or email
articles for individual use.





