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Purpose
Tbe American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD) recog-
nizes tbat dentists bave tbe opportunity to play a significant
role witbin a bospital. Staff membersbip is necessary to provide
vide comprebensive, consultative, and/or emergency dental
services for infants, cbildren, adolescents, and persons witb
special bealtb care needs witbin tbe bospital setting.

Method
Tbis policy is based on a review of tbe zoo/f. Comprehensive

Accreditation Manual for Hospitals: The Official Handbook.'

Background
Most commonly, tbe pediatric dentist can provide essen-
tial services to patients witbin an operating room setting.
Additionally, tbe pediatric dentist can provide consultative and
emergency services.^ "Team" (eg, cleft lip/palate, bemopbilia)
evaluations of patients often require dental input, and certain
medical protocols (eg, bematopoietic cell transplantation)
require an oral examination. Beyond patient services, a pediat-
ric dentist may participate witbin tbe bospitals organizational
structure tbrougb committee membersbips of eitber clinical
or administrative purpose. A pediatric dentist can partner witb
medical colleagues in self-development tbrougb bospital-
sponsored continuing medical education.

Healtb care providers seeking bospital staff member-
sbip must contact tbe medical staff office at an area bospital.
Following a credentialing process and appointment to a medical
staff, a pediatric dentist must accept and fulfill certain respon-
sibilities. Among tbem are patient care witbin tbe limits of
approved clinical privileges, participation in emergency depart-
ment on-call rotations, timely medical records completion, and
compliance witb tbe rules and regulations oftbe medical/dental
staff and tbe policies and procedures oftbe bospital.

Altbougb bospital and medical/dental staffs bave some
individual latitude, tbe standards for all bospital services are
issued by national commissions sucb as tbe Joint Commission on
Accreditation of Healtbcare Organization (JCAHO).' Standards

for dental services are integrated intimately and inseparably
witbin tbe overall bospital organizational structure and, tbere-
fore, are stringently subject to tbe standards establisbed by
tbese commissions.

Policy statement
Tbe AAPD:

1. Encourages tbe participation of pediatric dentists on bospital
medical/dental staffs. Beyond baving tbe capability to pro -
vide valuable services to tbeir patients, tbe pediatric dentist
can be an effective, contributing member to tbe bospital
tbrougb consultative services, educational opportunities,
leadersbip initiatives, and committee membersbip.

Z • Recognizes tbe American Dental Association as a corporate
member of tbe JCAHO and furtber recognizes tbe standards
for bospital governance, as establisbed by tbe JCAHO.

3. Encourages bospital member pediatric dentists to main-
tain strict adberence to tbe rules and regulations of tbe
medical/dental staff and tbe policies and procedures of tbe
bospital.

References
1. Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healtb Care Organiza-

tions. Medical staff cbapter (MS). In: :2OO4 Comprebensive
Accreditation Manual for Hospitals: Tbe Official Handbook.
Oakbrook Terrace, 111: Joint Commission on Accreditation
of Healtb Care Organizations; 2004.

Z- Weddell JA, Jones JE. Hospital dental services for cbildren
and tbe use of general anestbesia. In: McDonald RE, Avery
DR, Dean JA, eds. Dentistry for tbe Cbild and Adolescent.
8tbed. St. Louis, Mo: Mosby; 3004:314.

68 ORAL HEALTH POLICIES






