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Medically necessary care (MNC) is the reasonable and essen-
tial diagnostic, preventive, and treatment services (including
supplies, appliances, and deviees) and follow-up eare as
determined by qualified health eare providers in treating any
eondition, disease, injury, or eongenital or developmental mal-
formation. MNC ineludes all supportive health eare serviees
that, in the judgment of the attending dentist, are neeessary
for the provision of optimal quality therapeutie and preventive
oral eare. These serviees inelude, but are not limited to, seda-

tion, general anesthesia, and utilization of surgieal facilities.
MNC must take into account the patient's age, developmental
status, and psyehosoeial well-being, in addition to the setting
appropriate to meet the needs of the patient and family.

Dental eare is medieally neeessary to prevent and elimi-
nate orofaeial disease, infeetion, and pain, to restore the form
and function of the dentition, and to correct facial disfigura-
tion or dysfunction.

DEFINITIONS 15



Copyright of Pediatric Dentistry is the property of American Society of Dentistry for Children and its content

may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder's express

written permission. However, users may print, download, or email articles for individual use.


