106

Journal of Public Health Dentistry

AAPHD Policy Statement on the IOM’s Report:
Dental Education at the Crossroads: Challenges and Change
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The Institute of Medicine (IOM),
part of the National Academy of Sci-
ences, established the Committee on
the Future of Dental Education “to
identify measures to strengthen dental
education in the United States and sta-
bilize its position within the univer-
sity.” The specific charge to the com-
mittee was to examine the current
status of dental education and oral
health in the United States and con-
sider future scientific, demographic,
economic, organizational, and other
developments that may affect oral
health status and the system for edu-
cating dentists and other dental per-
sonnel; develop a statement of how,
over the next 25 years, oral health and
oral health services should be im-
proved in the United States, and iden-
tify the short-term and long-term im-
plications of this statement for dental
education and public policy; describe
strategies that will help dental educa-
tion, research, and practice improve
oral health by responding effectively
to current problems and future devel-
opments in both science and society;
and consider ways in which each den-
tal school can better relate to the mis-
sion of its university and to the com-
munity at large.

Through site visits, personal inter-
views, mail and telephone surveys,

and oral and written testimony from
the dental, medical, and lay communi-
ties, the committee collected “informa-
tion and perspectives of dental educa-
tion in the context of the broader sys-
tems of health professionals’
education and health care delivery.”
Based on their findings, the committee
issued a report, entitled “Dental Edu-
cation at the Crossroads: Challenges
and Change,” in January 1995. This
report included 22 recommendations
covering dental education, research,
and dental care delivery. Supporting
materials for the recommendations
were contained in the report and in
background papers published in the
Journal of Dental Education.

® Whereas, the American Associa-
tion of Public Health Dentistry
(AAPHD) seeks to improve the oral
and general health of all Americans;
and

¢ Whereas, the AAPHD believes
that education, research, and patient
care delivery are necessary to improve
the oral and general health of all
Americans; and

& Whereas, the Committee on the
Future of Dental Education, Institute
of Medicine, National Academy of Sci-
ences, issued its report “Dental Educa-
tion at the Crossroads: Challenges and
Change,” containing 22 recommenda-

tions to improve dental education, re-
search, and patient care; and

e Whereas, the AAPHD has re-
viewed the IOM report and other
documents and developed aresponse,
identifying relevant and important
recommendations to which it would
respond; therefore,

Be it resolved that the AAPHD:

e Endorses the Institute of Medi-
cine’s report “Dental Education at the
Crossroads: Challenges and Change”;
and

® Supports implementation of
those findings and recommendations
targeted toward improving the health
of the public and securing the future
of dental education; and

e Calls upon other dental, health,
education, and public health organiza-
tions to work cooperatively with the
AAPHD in implementing these rec-
ommendations; and

o Calls upon federal, state, and lo-
cal governments as well as appropri-
ate private entities to maintain their
commitment to oral and general
health through continued and en-
hanced support of prevention and
public health programs, including
community outreach; dental research;
dental education, including graduate
programs in dental public health; and
personal dental services.



