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Nominated by M. Dean Perkins, DDS, MPH 

It has been said that only two things 
in life are certain-death and taxes. I 
would like to add a third to the list, and 
that is change. Nothing stays the same 
and change is always with us. That has 
certainly been true for the past several 
years with regard to the ASTDD lead- 
ership. Individuals have been willing 
to take leadership roles, when other 
circumstances have intervened and 
for many reasons they have been un- 
able to complete their terms. Some 
have had the luxury of acquiring expe- 
rience through other roles in the asso- 
ciation such as director, secretary/ 
treasurer, or president-elect. Others 
have had to step up with less experi- 
ence. 

Diane Brunson certainly has per- 
formed in the latter category. While 
s h e  did serve ASTDD as secre- 
tary/treasurer, her term as president- 
elect was not to be. Her predecessor 
resigned to accept a position in the 
private sector and she was asked to 
move directly to the office of presi- 
dent. She did so with grace and charm 
and a resolute sense of duty. She com- 
pleted her two-year term as ASTDD 
president in exemplary fashion and 
continues to Serve ASTDD as immedi- 
ate past-president. For her continued 
service to ASTDD in numerous roles 
and for service above and beyond the 

Dr. Dean Perkins, Diane Brunson, Dr. Lynn Douglas Moiiden 

normal call of duty, I nominate Diane 
Brunson, RDH, MPH, for the ASTDD 

Outstanding Achievement Award. 

Remarks on Receiving the 2003 ASTDD 
Outstanding Achievement Award 

Diane Brunson, RDH, MPH 

At the risk of sounding a bit like the 
Academy Awards, this honor needs to 
be shared with many people in this 
room. No one gets to this podium 
without a little help from their friends! 
In her presentation on Monday, Dr. 

Dolores Malvitz cited a quotation that, 
to paraphrase, was, ”Good surveil- 
lance doesn’t mean we always make 
the right decision, but it reduces the 
chances of making the wrong ones.” I 
would like to change that to say, ”Sup- 

portive colleagues do not mean I al- 
ways make the right decisions, but I 
can guarantee that it reduces the 
number of wrong ones!” 

I feel honored to be associated with 
the Association of State and Territorial 


