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2003 ASTDD Distinguished Service Award:
Lawrence F. Hill, DDS, MPH

Nominated by E. Joseph Alderman, DDS, MPH

Dr. Hill received his dental degree
from Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity School of Dentistry, and his mas-
ter’s degree in public health from the
University of Minnesota. He served as
a dental officer in the active and re-
serve in the US Navy. He was in pri-
vate practice, and a dental director,
Chelsea Health Center, Massachu-
sefts.

Dr. Hill has been executive director
of the Greater Cincinnati Oral Health
Council since 1988. He has been the
Cincinnati, Ohio, dental director since
1978. He created a model school-based
dental disease prevention program.
Nationally his work in collaboration
with Nancy Carter, “Seal America: the

Prevention Intervention,” is the stand-
ard for establishing a school-based
dental sealant program. Recently, he
has helped with establishing and pro-
moting the “Safety Net Clinic” Web
site. Dr. Hill has continued to offer
advice to his state dental director
through out his career.

Dr. Hill has worked as a pariner
with local, state, and national public
health professionals to ensure collabo-
ration and services to the community.
He has served as president of the As-
sociation of Community Dental Pro-
grams since its inception. He has been
an active participant with planning
and coordinating local health care-re-
lated activities as part of the ASTDD
and the National Oral Health Confer-

ence meetings for more than 20 years.
Dr. Hill received the USPHS Chief
Dental Officer’s Exemplary Service
Award in 1991.

Having observed and worked with
him in many ways, Larry Hill is truly
an excellent example of what one den-
tal public health person can do. He has
made many contributions to public
health, dental public health, federal,
state, and local dental programs and
dentistry. There have been many ex-
cellent recipients of the Distinguished
Service Award, and it is my pleasure
to introduce my friend and the recipi-
ent of the 2003 ASTDD Distinguished
Service Award: Lawrence F. Hill, DDS,
MPH.

Remarks on Receiving the 2003 ASTDD Distinguished

Service Award

Lawrence F. Hill, DDS, MPH

Wow! This is a wonderful surprise
and a great honor. It’s been a very
fortunate year for us in Cincinnati
with respect to oral health. Our pro-
grams have gained quite a bit of local
recognition and more and more we’re
being invited to community tables
where health care and access is being
discussed. But that’s not just happen-
ing in Cincinnati, it’s happening all
over the country, community by com-
munity and state by state. Just when
we thought we’d all be retiring, having
made little difference in changing the
way opinion leaders and policy mak-
ers view oral health, we've popped up
on their radar screens. We've heard
people say, “The stars are aligning,” as
if this is all serendipitous. I would
challenge that and say this is a pure
case of “plandipity,” something that

looks like it happened by chance but,
in fact, has happened because of peo-
ple working and sweating to bring
those stars into alignment—planning
for the “dipity.”

So, I accept this award today on be-
half of staff members of all of the com-
munity-based dental programs across
the country, the folks who for years
were the invisible majority of dental
public health pulling the stars into
place. People like Cindy Payne in Ash-
land County, Ohio, a nurse who, along
with her advisory committee, recog-
nized the tremendous oral health
needs in her community. With little
more than kite string and chewing
gum, she made a dental clinic for low-
income residents happen, despite
overwhelming odds. There's the per-
son who goes out and raises a little

money to develop a sealant program
or the lone warrior who rallies his or
her community on behalf of fluoridat-
ing a water supply. And we must not
forget the exceptional physicians, like
Amos Deinard in Minnesota, who's
taken it upon himself to develop a pro-
ject to train physicians in his commu-
nity about their role in oral health.
This is an especially significant
award for me personally for at least
two reasons. First, just a week ago, |
mentioned to Mark Siegal that I was
feeling tired, burned out, and over-
whelmed. The overwhelming part
comes with the newfound interest in
oral health. With the new interest has
come new expectation that we can
suddenly fix everything without new
resources, just because others are now
“interested.” This award guilts me



