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subgroup of dental professionals at increased risk for common dis-
eases that may prevail because of the location and demographics of
their practices. A brief review of the basic principles of immunol-
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Infection control is a critical component of quality dental care. The
fundamental principle of infection control—to prevent disease
transmission—provides the foundation for any infection control
program. An evidence-based approach to program development
provides one strategy to develop effective policies, procedures,
and practices consistent with this principle. This approach in-
tegrates scientific information, government and professional
recommendations, federal, state, and local regulations, and
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Immunocompromised individuals present a challenge to oral
health care providers. As the spectrum of patients with dysfunc-
tional immune responses continues to broaden, practitioners
should be able to identify these patients, understand the potential
for complications, and manage their dental care safely and effec-
tively. This article reviews various immune deficiencies, addresses
complications that may result from an individual’s immune status,
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The rate of occupational injuries among dental health care workers
has decreased over the last decade and, other than the 1990 case of
HIV transmission in a dental office, there have been no additional
reports of bloodborne disease transmission by dental health care
workers. However, public policy and judicial decisions focus less
on science and more on emotion. Although many infection control
organizations have updated their policies to remain current with
science, the United States Public Health Service policy remains as
released in 1991. It would be prudent for these guidelines to be up-
dated to reflect current scientific evidence and be inclusive for all
bloodborne pathogens.
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